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Visiting the Parrot

Through the window | could see the small cage,

And his shape clutching at the edges of it.

She made us tea — the woman.

I have saved him, she said, from definite destruction.
If it weren’t for me, she said — where would he be?

She let him out and he climbed sideways down to have a good look at me -
Leaning a little breathless (that being the two of us)

I sensed a fellow clown, an acrobat —squawking —

Only let them see what we want them to see.

Chintz wallpaper. Earl Grey in perfect white porcelain.

And the sky outside — beckoning.

And our two hearts like defused weapons.

He went a little dizzy with the sweetness of the air

(much as | do myself on good days)

Tell me how goes it? we asked each other.

His head leaned on my shoulder before he climbed back in.
And the teacups rattled and through the window,

I swear | saw and heard the sky itself —

I could feel the two of us — clutching at the edge of it.



